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Artist Statement 

 
This body of work began by looking at palettes my students were using in my painting classes 

at Elmhurst College. The communal palettes had thick, built-up layers of paint with 

arrangements of color and brushstrokes that looked both chaotic and beautiful, and inspired 

how I approached my paintings. 

 

The shapes of these canvases are sort of random. I chose geometric shapes because they hold 

a relationship with traditional painting, but I also wanted there to be no up and down, and in 

theory these paintings could be hung in any direction. Like shards or pieces from a larger 

whole, these paintings are cross sections of movement and texture. The resulting image, like a 

palette, becomes more happenstance.  

 

My decision to add neon developed in response to the paintings. It is fun to look at a painting 

and decipher lines or movements between blocks of color that can be attempted in glass. I 

hope that the neon complements the paintings and vice versa. The title of the show comes 

from the first painting I started in this series. I think it is a nice way to think about materials 

(pigments and gasses) as earthly substances, and how amidst human activity, Earth is hiding in 

plain sight. 
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